WELCOME TO 3rd Grade!
First, we would like to take this opportunity to introduce our Third Grade Team for the school year 2024-2025. Our third-grade team is so excited to be working with you and your child this year. Our team consists of
· Mrs. Alise Aiken- Third Grade Teacher
· Mrs. LaToya Sams

Here Are Some Things Your Child Will Be Working on in 3rd Grade.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA)
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	Unit 4
	Unit 5

	Literary Texts
Environments
	Informational Texts
Interactions
	Historical Fiction
Heroes
	Biographies
(Narrative Nonfiction)
Events
	Informational Texts
Solutions

	Big Ideas:
· Narrative Writing
· Vocabulary
· Ask and Answer Questions
· Determine Moral/Theme
· Describe Characters & Actions
	Big Ideas:
· Informational Writing: How to Article 
· Vocabulary
· Ask and Answer Questions 
· Main Idea and Supporting Details 
· Text Structure
	Big Ideas:
· Narrative Writing: Historical Fiction
· Vocabulary
· Recount Stories
· Determine Moral/Theme
· Describe Characters & Actions
	Big Ideas:
· Opinion Writing
· Vocabulary 
· Main Idea and Supporting Details
· Point of View 
· Describe Series of Events
	Big Ideas:
· Poetry Writing 
· Describe Text Relations 
· Vocabulary
· Text Features
· Text Structure



MATHEMATICS
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	Unit 4

	Exploring Multiplication
	Relating Multiplication and Division
	Place Value, Addition &
Subtraction up to 10,00
	Two-step Problems & Time

	Big Ideas:
· Solve multiplication problems using models, representations, part-whole strategies, properties, and patterns. 
· Investigate area using tiling. Measure volume, length, and mass using customary units
	Big Ideas:
· Represent and solve multiplication and division facts using different strategies. 
· Multiply by multiples of 10. Estimate & measure liquid volume and masses using customary units.
	Big Ideas:
· Read and write numbers to 10,000. 
· Comparing and rounding 4-digit whole number to the nearest 10 or 100. 
· Fluently add & subtract within 10,000 using strategies. 
· Use equations to represent problems with unknowns in all positions
	Big Ideas:
· Represent and solve problems using all 4 operations. 
· Showing and telling time to the hour, half hour, and minute (digital and analog clocks) 
· Elapsed time to hour and half hour 
· Estimate to the nearest quarter hour (15minutes) Solve problems involving elapsed time using hour, half hour, and quarter hour.

	Unit 5
	Unit 6
	Unit 7
	

	Fractions as Numbers
	Connecting Length, Perimeter, & Area
	Two- Dimensional Shapes
	

	Big Ideas:
· Division on whole into equal parts 
· Represent fractions with models, diagrams, number lines. 
· Use fraction representations to compare, find, and generate equivalent fractions
	Big Ideas:
· Measure length to the half or quarter of inch. 
· Perimeter of polygons 
· Area of a rectangle = Length x Width 
· Elapse Time
	Big Ideas:
· Identify parallel, and perpendicular line segments, and right angles in polygons. 
· Classify and compare polygons (focus on quadrilaterals) based on properties. 
· Identify lines of symmetry
	





Social Studies
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	United States Geography
	American Indians: Past and
Present
	Let’s Go Exploring!

	Big Ideas
• Locate major rivers and 
mountain ranges of the 
United States.
• Locate and describe the 
equator, prime meridian, 
and lines of latitude and 
longitude
	Big Ideas
• Describe early American Indian 
cultures in North America 
• Locate regions where American 
Indians settled: Arctic, Northwest, 
Southwest, Plains, Northeast, and 
Southeast 
• Compare/contrast how American 
Indians in each region used their 
environment and why and how they 
lived where they did 
• Discuss how American Indians 
continue to contribute to American 
life (e.g., arts, literature)
	Big Ideas
· Describe reasons for and obstacles to European exploration in North America
·  Describe accomplishments of Cabot, Balboa, de Soto, Columbus, Hudson, and Cartier
· Describe examples of conflict and cooperation of European explorers with American Indians
· Describe how these explorers adapted or failed to adapt to the physical environments in which they traveled

	Unit 4
	Unit 5
	

	British Colonial America
	Economics 101
	

	Big Ideas:
· Explain the factors that shaped British Colonial America 
· Identify key reasons for the founding of the three groups of colonies and compare/contrast colonial life in each group
· Describe colonial life from the point of view of large landowners, farmers, artisans, women, children, indentured servants, slaves, and American Indians 
· Explain how the physical geography of each group of colonies helped determine economic activities
	Big Ideas:
· Explain goods and services provided by governments and paid for with taxes 
· Give examples of interdependence and trade and explain benefits of voluntary exchange 
· Explain the concept of opportunity cost related to spending and saving choices
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	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	Unit 4

	Rocks, Soil & Fossils
	Habitat, Adaptations & Environment
	Heat
	Pollution and Conservation

	Big Ideas
• Rocks
• Soil
• Fossils

	Big Ideas
• Georgia’s Geographic Regions-Plants, Animals & 
Habitats
• Animal Adaptations

	Big Ideas
• Heat Energy
• Effect of Sunlight

	Big Idea
• Pollution and Conservation




GRADING SCALE
All graded assignments, quizzes, tests, and projects will be scored on a 1-4 scale with 1 meaning the student is below level and needs to continue to work on a given standard, 2 meaning the student is making improvements but has not yet reached complete understanding of a standard, 3 meaning the student has met expectations of the standards being covered, and 4 meaning the student has exceeded expectations of the standard being taught.
	ELEMENTARY (K-5) PROMOTION AND RETENTION POLICY

A student shall be promoted when, in the professional judgment of the teacher/s and the principal and other professional school staff, he/she has successfully mastered the identified instructional standards of Georgia Public Schools (K-5) and Richmond County Board of Education. 
State Promotion Requirements
· No third grade student shall be promoted to the fourth grade that does not achieve grade level on the state-adopted assessment and meet the local promotion standards and criteria established by The Richmond County Board of Education.
· No fifth grade student shall be promoted to the sixth grade that does not achieve grade level on the state-adopted assessment and meet the local promotion standards and criteria established by The Richmond County Board of Education.
 Additional Richmond County Promotion Requirements
Kindergarten through 3rd Grades
To meet promotion requirements, a student must master essential standards for Language Arts and essential standards for Mathematics as identified on the Richmond County Board of Education report card. 



